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Why our work is

necessary

>

>

Because the tensions that the energy transition
poses on Human Rights are undeniable.

Because the Gran Atacama region faces com-
mon problems and requires collective action at
the regional level.

Because lithium extraction leads to significant
water depletion through both consumption
and loss.

Because the widespread adoption of electro-
mobility and renewable energy technologies
would require a substantial increase in the ex-
traction of minerals such as lithium.

Because the promise of the global energy tran-
sition Is putting increasing pressure on local
ecosystems and livelihoods in an already hi-
ghly-vulnerable region, where water shortages
would be exacerbated by increased lithium ex-
traction, an activity that requires intensive wa-
ter use.




How we work

We work collectively and in close
coordination with communities, using
pedagogical, legal, research, advocacy,
communication, and mobilization strategies.

Our actions are organized through working
groups, meetings, and regular virtual
workshops where organizations that make up
the Alllance share strategies, challenges, and
lessons learned.
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Capacity
building

We have dedicated part of our work to streng-
thening and/or building capacities -both within
and beyond the Alliance- on key issues related

to the protection of Andean wetlands and the
life they sustain, including:

> Cumulative and integral

environmental impact assessment,
with a watershed approach

> Bilateral investment treaties > Protection of environmental
defenders

> The Inter-American System for o . .
the Promotion and Protection of > Hydrogeology of Andean > Critical analysis of direct

Human Rights salt flats lithium extraction methods




Achievements

The human rights impggts

Participation in the hearing on “Minerals for

the energy transition and their impact on
human rights in the Americas” before the

IACHR:

At a public hearing on November 15, 2024—
together with allied organizations and
representatives of indigenous commmunities
and peoples—we presented evidence to

the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights (IACHR) of the main threats that
mineral exploitation for the energy transition

(lithium, copper, cadmium, cobalt, and others)
poses to Indigenous Rights, the right to a
healthy environment, access to environmental
information, citizen participation, and justice in
Latin America. We presented specific cases that
are already occurring in Argentina, Bolivia, and

Chile.


https://humedalesandinos.org/organizaciones-y-comunidades-piden-intervencion-de-la-cidh-ante-impactos-a-los-derechos-humanos-de-la-mineria-para-la-transicion-energetica/

Achievements

International alert
to save Andean
wetlands from
damage caused
by lithium mining

In May 2025, we sent an_urgent alert to the
Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention, an
iInternational treaty for the conservation of
wetlands, regarding changes in the ecological
conditions of Andean wetlands in Argentina,
Bolivia, and Chile due to an increase in lithium
Mining projects and the failure of governments
to comply with their international obligations to
protect these ecosystems.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NV_ZOT1qBuycTRcoXk0bZckN07gbjhV/view

The voice of communities and
ecosystems reaches international
decision-making forums

In April 2024, in Santiago, Chile, as part of the
3rd meeting of the Conference of the Parties to
the Escazu Agreement—the world’s first treaty
with specific provisions to protect individuals,
groups, and organizations that defend human
rights in environmental matters—we organized
an event that highlighted the conflicts and
threats that the energy transition in the Global
North poses to the human right to a healthy
environment in the region.
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Ramsar

Convencion sobre
los Humedales

In October 2024, we participated
INn the 1Teth UN Conference on
Biodiversity (COP16) in Cali,
Colombia. At this important
international forum, we organized
the side event Energy Transition
and Biodiversity: Safeguarding
Andean Wetlands to highlight
how the Global North's race
toward energy transition, including
lithium extraction, is endangering
Andean wetlands. We challenged
attendees to look beyond the
promise of transition and consider
the impacts on territories.




> Using strategic litigation, we obtained a ruling that halts the

approval of new mining projects in Salar del Hombre Muerto,
Argentina, and sets a precedent for the region.

~> We reinforced processes of resistance and territorial defense

against the expansion of lithium and other mineral mining for
the transition in Argentina, Bolivia, and Chile.

> We contributed to the report on human rights in the life cycle of

renewable energy and critical minerals, called by the UN Special
Rapporteur on climate change and Human Rights.



The Alliance’s work in numbers

We produced

14

We were

We support featured in
communities in more than

policy briefs,

. national and
webinars . ies. 7 5 international
and pedagogical media outlets.
materials.

We advocated in
more than

forums and We launched more than 40
.I 5 processes at the awareness campaigns at the regional

. : and national levels.
iInternational
level.



Media coverage

National, regional, and international

=

1


https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2023/11/21/crean-una-alianza-para-proteger-los-humedales-andinos-de-latinoamerica/
https://www.dw.com/es/una-coalici%C3%B3n-busca-proteger-los-humedales-andinos-de-la-miner%C3%ADa/a-68159179
https://elpais.com/america-futura/2025-02-02/los-humedales-esenciales-para-la-supervivencia-humana-y-amenazados-por-la-transicion-energetica.html




Publications

delosh

Policy Brief N°1

de pr

Introduccién

En el contexto de una nueva era geolégica, el An-
tropoceno, en Ia cual Ia h idad se ha trans-

Siguiendo a Bringel y Svampa el “consenso de la
on” conlieva un peligro latente de

formado en la principal fuente de transformacio-
nes de nuestro planeta, los sistemas ecologicos
se encuentran atravesando cambios esenciales y

sostener la dindmica intensiva de extraccion
materias primas y de sostener Ia ideologia del cre-
cimiento econémico indefinido. Lo anterior tiene

estructurales'. Estas tienen en
su centro la utilizacion intensiva de combustibles
fosiles y en actividades economicas desde el ini-
cio de la era industrial, que nos estan llevando a
un proceso acelerado de calentamiento del pla-
netay una extincién masiva de especies®.

En el seno de las negociaciones internacionales
del cambio climatico, se posiciona la necesidad
de abandonar los combustibles fosiles, y realizar
una transicion de las matrices energéticas hacia
energias renovables no convencionales®. En la
necesidad de descarbonizar las economias, se ha
observado el aumento de la demanda de minera-
les que son calificados como esenciales para este
proceso, particularmente del litio. Algunas de las
reservas principales de este elemento se encuen-
tran en el denominado "triangulo del litio” de Chi-
le, Argentina y Bolivia, generando una alta aten-
cion mundial”

politicas y practicas importantes.
Por una parte, posibilita Un proceso de “comodi-
ficacion del territorio”, que mantiene inalterada
Ia légica del proyecto neoliberal chileno de las l-
timas 5 décadas, particularmente en lo que a la
mi del litio refiere®. Por la otra, implica man-
tener en estado de invisibilidad algunos de los
elementos esenciales de los sistemas socioecols-
gicos de los salares, entendidos como humedales
de altura. La regulacion en Chile, de caracter frag-
mentada, no ha consolidado un marco integrativo
de todas las variables de la discusion, por el con-
trario, ha preponderado una vision instrumental
de estos ecosistemas, que debe ser revisada.

El objetivo del presente documento es levantar
puntos relevantes para la discusion publica y ge-
nerar recomendaciones que permitan una mejor
gestion y proteccion de los salares altoandinos.

1Crutzen, P.J. (2006). “The ‘Anthropocene”. En Enlers, E, Krafft,
Berlin, Heidelberg. hitps:/doiora/10]007/3-540. 265902 3
2IPCC (2018). Global Warming of 15°C. An IPCY

threatof

T. (eds), Earth System Science in the Anthropocene. Springer,

ecial Report on the impacts of global warming of L5°C above pre-industri-
s and reloted global greenhouse gas emission pothwoys, in the context of strengthening the global response to the

UK and New York, NY, USA, pp. 3-24. https:/doi or/101017/9781009157940,001

3 “New COP28 drat deal stops short of fossil fuel ‘phase out

ambridge University Press, Cambridge,

(2023) ¢

4Bringiel, B y Svampa, M. {2023). “Del «Consenso de los Commodities» al «Consenso de la Descarbonizaciéns", Nueva Socie-

dad N° 306, https:

B, Pricto, M. (2019

Revista EURE - Revista De Estudios Urbano Regionales, 45 N°135. hitps:/do01a/10 7764/2635

The Role of Critical Minerals in the
Energy Transition: Policy

Implications at Th
Regional and Glob

e Local, National,
al Level

Pia Marchegiani, Deputy Director, FARN, and Global Studies Program Associated Researcher. FLACSD fargentina)
Camila Mercure, Climate Policy Officer. FARN (argentina)

Claudia Velarde, Ecosystems Program Co-Director. AIDA (Bolivia)

Ramon Balcazar, Executy Director. Fundacion Tanti (Chile)

Felipe Pino Zuniga, Project Coordinatar, FIMA (Chile)

Maria Laura Castillo Diaz, High-Andean Program Coordinator, FARN {Argentina)

State of Protection of
Andean Wetlands in Chile

policy brief).

The Role of Critical
Minerals in the Energy
Transition: Policy
Implications at The
Local, National, Regional
and Global Level

policy brief for the T20)

Red de Salares Protegidos: Analisis critico de la implementacion de
criterios de Ia Estrategia Nacional del Litio

Policy Brief N° 2 | Octubre 2024

Los
salares

son
humedales

FUNDACION AMBIENTE Y
RECURSOS NATURALES

Network of Protected Salt

Flats: Critical Analysis

of the Implementation
of Criteria from the

National Lithium Strategy

policy brief).

Salt Flats Are Wetlands

(booklet).

30 de abril de 2025

Sefiora
Musonda Mumba

General de la Cy sobre los
Gland, Suiza

Asunto: Alerta urgente de modificaciones en las condiciones
ccolégicas de los humedales andinos, como
consecuencia de la mineria de litio en el marco de la
transicion energética.

Sefiora Secretaria General,

Las firmantes somos organizaciones socioambientales de la region de América Latina y en
particular, de Argentina, Bolivia y Chile, las cuales integramos la Alianza por los Humedales
Andinos'. Esta Alianza tiene como objetivo, promover la proteccion y conservacion de los
humedales andinos, de los territorios y los derechos humanos de las comunidades locales,
campesinas y pueblos indigenas que dependen de ellos.

En Argentina, la Fundacién Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN)? apunta a la construccion
colectiva de una ci It ati icipativa, con politicas publicas a favor del
desarrollo sostenible y la aspiracion de que lo ambiental sea politica de Estado; y, la Asamblea
Catamarquefia Pucar4?, un espacio de asambleas socioambientales de Catamarca, que busca
responder ante el avance de proyectos de extraccion minera y proteger la vida, la tierra y el agua.

En Bolivia, | Centro de Documentacién ¢ Informacién Bolivia (CEDIB)* tiene como objetivo
generar conocimiento critico sobre la realidad y actuar, promoviendo el fortalecimiento de la
sociedad civil, la defensa de los derechos humanos y la incidencia en politicas publicas; y, el
Colectivo en Derechos Humanos Empodérate’, organizacin dedicada a promover una cultura
de respeto por los derechos humanos, de todas las personas, todos los seres vivos y de la naturaleza.

* Mis informacién en: https://humedalesandinos.org/
2 Mis informacién disponible en: hitps://fam org.ar/

S Mis o ittps://ww
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T2fUQhfYwW1sN2F9e99GIpSifq1jj4qK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T2fUQhfYwW1sN2F9e99GIpSifq1jj4qK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T2fUQhfYwW1sN2F9e99GIpSifq1jj4qK/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T2fUQhfYwW1sN2F9e99GIpSifq1jj4qK/view

Support for communities

The Andean Wetlands Alliance team provided
technical and legal support to communities in
Chile, Argentina, and Bolivia.

> In Chile, we collaborate with three
communities in the north of the country
to protect high Andean ecosystems. In
Toconao, we support the Lickanantay
people in defending the Salar de Tara,
a Ramsar site, achieving the rejection
of the Minera Plata Carina SpA project
and protecting this wetland. In Ollague,
we support the Quechua indigenous
community in filing a protection
appeal against the municipality for the
contamination of the saltflat with sewage.
INn addition, the Alliance participated,
together with the communities involved,
IN the indigenous consultation process for
the Special Lithium Operation Contracts
(CEOL) in the Ollague and Ascotan saltflats,
meeting with the Minister of Mining,

Aurora Willlams, to address concerns and
plan sustainable scenarios in response

to the impacts of mining activity. In
Chiu-Chiu, we collaborated with the
Atacameno community on an initiative to
declare Laguna Inka Coya and the Salado
River meadows a Natural Monument,
strengthening the legal protection of these
fragile ecosystems. He also produced three
Policy Briefs: State of Protection of Andean
Wetlands in Chile, Network of Protected
Salt Flats and National Lithium Strategy,
and Technological Surveillance of Lithium
Extraction Methods, which analyzed the
main challenges and opportunities for the
conservation of these ecosystems in the
face of advancing extractivism.



> In Argentina, we strengthened and
continued our support for the communities

of Salinas Grandes and Laguna de
Guayatayoc (SGLQ), in Jujuy and Salta, and
communities in Antofagasta de la Sierra,
iIn Catamarca, in various legal proceedings
at the local, national, and international
levels to guarantee the rights of access

to information, citizen participation, and
free, prior, and informed consultation and
consent, to demand the creation of robust
baselines and the proper application of
Strategic Environmental Assessment and
cumulative Environmental Impact Studies,
IN the face of the advance of lithium
exploration projects that threaten the
high Andean wetlands. Among the main
cases are legal recourses, amicus curiae
briefs, and constitutional claims filed by
communities, FARN, Pucarg, and, in some
cases, together with other Argentinean

organizations to demand the suspension of

tenders and mining activities that violate

environmental and human rights standards.

INn addition, training sessions were held and
support was provided to strengthen the

participation of community representatives

IN INnternational forumes.

> In Bolivia, among other things, the

advocacy capacities of indigenous peoples
were strengthened through the exchange
of experiences with other countries. For
example, in March 2024, we organized

the “Plurinational Meeting of Leaders of
Indigenous Communities and Peoples
Living in the Andean Salt Flats: For our
rights to water and territory,” with the
participation of people from Argentina,
Bolivia, and Chile who shared experiences
on the protection of water, biodiversity,
and life in the face of lithium mining,

INn addition to discussing the impacts

of extractive activities on communities.
We also conducted research on legal,
socio-environmental, and water issues to
highlight these impacts and submitted
various requests for information. With our
support, the Quillacas Nation (Llica and
Tahua) and the Lipez Nation (Nor and Sud
Lipez) issued statements calling for water
protection. A statement was also issued,
supported by the Potosi Environmental
Protection Network and 84 environmental
organizations from across the country, and
a movement against lithium mining was
formed.



Future
outiook

We will continue working to achieve the
necessary changes for the protection of
Andean wetlands, including:

> Encouraging active collaboration,
promoting the exchange of
information, knowledge, and
experiences

Further research and
scientific-legal analysis on the
socio-environmental impacts
of lithium and other mineral
mining for the transition

> Promoting real processes of just
energy transition

Continuing to provide legal and
scientific support to communities,
as well as legal assistance on
collective rights and potential
socio-environmental impacts.

> Continuing to advocate
before relevant regional and
international actors, processes,
and forums.
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